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I. An Account of the Scarabaeus Galeatus Pulfator, 
or the Death Watch, by Mr. Hugh Stackhoufe. 
Communicated hy John Harwood, L. L. B. 
%S.S. 

A S I flood thoughtful in my Study, on the 16 th of 
May, 1714 ,1 happen’d to hear, what is commonly 
call’d the T>eath Watch, very near, as I thought, to 
the Place where I then flood : This brought into my 
Mind, what I had formerly read in the TPhilofophical 
Tranfatfions , for the Month of October, 1698, of the 
Scarabaus Galeatus ‘Pulfator, found, and defcrib’d, 
by Mr. Benjamin Alien. While I was thinking upon 
the Account there given, I fancied I heard the Beatings 
fomewhat ftronger than before, which encourag’d me to 
fearch after it} I thereupon removed my Station to an¬ 
other Part of the Room, and foon dilcover’d, that I 
had pafs’d the Place where the Beatings were; upon 
’which, I concluded, that it lay fomewhere betwixt my 
two Stations *, I therefore remov’d, and placed myfelf 
about the middle Diftance^ where, though the Beatings 
did not repeat fo frequently as before, yet when they 
did, I found I was ftill nearer ’em. While I flood in 
this Place, I fancied *twas over my Head, toward the 
Ceiling of the Room upon this, 1 got upon a Chair, 
that had a Sedge Bottom, and flood to the Wall juft be¬ 
fore me -, but Handing there for fome time, I could 
hear no Beatings at all. I then ftept down from the 
Chair, and after I had flood ftill for fome time, the 
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Beatings began again ^ this made me conjecture, that 
they might be about the Chair, and that my Handing 
upon it might prevent them. Upon. inclining my 
Head down toward the Chair, I found I was ftill nearer 
and nearer to the Sound, and, at laft, placing my Ear 
clofe to the Sedge Bottom of the Chair, I difcover’d that 
it was ftill further towards the Ground : Upon that, I 
turn’d the Chair’s Bottom upwards, but heard no Beat¬ 
ings for a conhder able time after ^ at length, they be¬ 
gan again, and, as I caft a diligent Eye over the Bottom 
of the Chair, I happen’d, at laft, to hit luckily upon the 
Place where the Infed was beating j fo that it difcover’d 
itfelf to me by its own Pulfations. I was very much 
pleas’d with the Difcovery, and not only flood viewing 
it beat for fome time, but alfo afterwards call’d up o- 
thers to fee it beat, which they did,, and that, not with¬ 
out Admiration., The. Manner of its Beating was 
thus. 

It lifted up itfelf upon-its hinder Legs, and fome- 
what extending, or rather inclining its Neck, beat down 
its Face upon the Sedge, with great Force and Agility % 
the Sedge, upon which I found it, was bared of its out¬ 
ward Coat, for about the Length of half an Inch • the- 
fnfed ftbod upon the inward bulbous Part, and beat, 
upon the outward Coat, as if, it had been working it 
off as it went j the Impreffions of its Strokes were very 
vifible, the Coat of the Sedge being deprefs’d, where it 
had beaten, for about the Compafs of a filver Penny ; 
whether it beat for Exercife, or Food lake, I cannot, 
certainly fay y but-very probably it might be for the 
latter ; and I am rather inclin’d to think.fo, becaufe 
there were more,than • one fuch Places upon the Sedge, 
where it had been at work, , and where, ’cis likely , it 
might have been a Sojourner fpr forae Days. 
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As to what the ingenious Mr. \Derham of Vpmn 
Jier has obferv’d, that the Beatings are a fort of Prelude 
for Copulation, I could notdifcover that this Beetle had 
any other of the fame Species near it} and therefore 1 
am inclin’d to think, that it beat for the Preparation 
of its Food, at this time, at lead, whatfoever it might 
do at other times, for Pleafure. The Defcription Mr. Ai~ 
len gives of the Infed, as referr’d to above, forafmuch 
as 1 can find by this (which I took from the Chair 
where I found it, into a Box) is very true: ’Pis about 
a Quarter of an Inch in length, of a dark, dirty Colour, 
having a broad Galea , or Helmet, over its Head } un¬ 
der which, when quiet, it draws up its Head ; fo that 
this Galea is, when this Infect relts, a very notable 
and providential Defence againft fuch Falls, as are fre¬ 
quent in rotten and decay’d Places, in which, it fhould 
feem, this Infed is very much converfant. The fecond 
Day after I took it, I open’d the Box wherein it was, 
and fet it in the Sun : The Infed was foon very brisk, 
and crept backwards and forwards along the Pieces of 
Sedge, and rotten Wood, that I had put with it into the 
Box, till at length getting to the End of one of the Pie¬ 
ces, it immediately ftruck out its Wings, and was jail 
going to take its Farewell j but having the Lid of the 
Box ready in my Hand, I (haded it over, and it foon 
drew in its Wings, and was very quiet. I could not 
before perceive, though I had the Lie of a tolerable 
good Glafs, any the lead Sign of a Fiifure upon its 
Back j and, for that Reafon, did greatly quedion, whe- 
ther it had any Wings or not, till I fet it, as above, in 
the Sun. The Head of the Infed appears to be of a 
very fine Contexture, as it is feen, when it creeps about, 
and dretcheth it forward ^ but when ’tis drawn up un¬ 
der its-Galea, it feems to be cover’d with a Membrane 
thick fet with fine Hairs. 
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It lived with me about a Fortnight, but I could never 
perceive that it beat, after it was confin’d in the Best, 


II. ObferVations of the Eclipfes of the frft Satellite 
of Jupiter, communicated by his Excellency W il~ 
liam Burnet, Efq$ Governor of New York, 
F, % S. 

Thefe Obfervations were made in the Fort of New 
Tork y for determining the Longitude of that Place 
by us, 

William Burnet , Cadwallader Golden , 
James Alexander , and calculated by 
Cadwallader Golden. 


The Latitude of the Fort, was formerly determin’d 
to be 40 0 40'. 


Augufi the 9th, 1725. 


T I ME of Emerfion at London, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Bound’s Tables, 
reduced to apparent Time 
Time as it was feen at New York 
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Difference of Meridians 
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I neglefted to write down the Altitudes which were 
taken of the Sun, for correfting the Clock, 
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